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Dr. Prof. Zorana Mihajlovi¢
Ministry of Mining and Energy,

kabinet@mre.gov.rs

Mr. Emanuele Giaufret
The delegation of the European Union in Belgrade,

emanuele.giaufret@eeas.europa.eu

Mr. Artur Lorkowski
Energy Community Secretariat

artur.lorkowski@energy-community.org
29 June 2022
Re: Civil Society response to Trilateral Energy Transition meeting
Dear Minister Mihajlovi¢, Ambassador Giaufret and Director Lorkowski,
In light of the minutes from your meeting dated 21 February 2022' we want to address the

messaging used to describe Serbian people’s relationship to the Green Transition. It is of great
concern that these minutes label Serbia’s public as “resistant.”?

EE, RES and GHG as requested by EnC. Transparency of the process is of high importance to the
Ministry since there is a resistance to energy transition among the public in Serbia.

DPM thanked all participants for participation and closed the meeting.

Putting aside the gleaming irony of mentioning transparency on a page of redacted text, we wish
to make clear that labeling the Serbian public as “resistant” to the energy transition is grossly
misleading and unacceptable. Among our network are members of the Serbian Academy of
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Sciences, farmers, environmental law experts, agriculturalists, civil rights advocates, landowners,
teachers and students. We all support and promote the rule of law and environmental protection,
which is evident in the concerns raised at the meeting with the EU embassy in December 20212 It
is these concerns that formed the basis for weekly protests leading to the historic blockades of
2021* and show that the Serbian people are resistant to dirty mining, multinational occupation,
the threat of expropriation and destruction of land, water and air. Any “green” transition should
never allow such destruction. We and the people stood up precisely because we are in favor of a

just transition.

In your meeting, Serbia’s mining minister mentioned the ‘importance of explaining the green
transition to the people of Serbia.” We could not agree more, however we still do not have an NECP
strategy. Unlike North Macedonia and Albania, who already submitted their drafts to the Energy
Community Secretariat, the Serbian Mining Ministry started their draft in April 2021.° We have not
seen the draft version even though it was announced in January 2022.° Here, Zorana Mihajlovi¢
stated that “no one has the right to impose their view as the only correct one or to try and stop the
changes or obstruct the adoption of strategic documents important for the development of Serbia.”
This applies to all of you as well. Such an important matter can not be the jurisdiction of any one
single person or authority. Moreover, until the public sees a draft, and comments on it, no one can
claim public opinion to be resistant. Your labeling is deeply disrespectful, undignifying and highly
inappropriate towards the Serbian public.

We can not assume to understand why you chose to label the plight for environmental justice as
‘resistant” to the green transition. In the event that such statements continue, we have no choice
but to assume that your true motive is to divide and conquer public opinion with the aim to
undermine legitimate concerns that may be raised by stakeholders and the public alike. If that
were to occur, we will use all means available to us to uphold free speech and ensure
accountability from the part of public institutions and their representatives.

Sincerely,

1. Bojana Novakovic¢ - on behalf of
Mars sa Drine
bojana@marssadrine.org

2. SEOS - ZNAMO DA NE DAMO (Association of Ecological Organizations Serbia)
znamodanedamo@gmail.com
i. Ljiljana Bralovi¢ - on behalf of Suvoborska Greda
i. Zlatko Kokanovi¢ - on behalf of Ne damo Jadar
iii. llijana Cutura - on behalf of Eko Brigada Jagodina
iv. Dragan Simovic - on behalf of Zastitimo Dobrinju i okolinu
v. Milena Orubovi¢ Djuki¢ - on behalf of Za €ist Kosjeri¢
vi. Marica Zivanovi¢ Poljo - on behalf of Neko brine za Levaé

3. Gordana Jelisavci¢ - on behalf of
Mars s Kolubare

marsskolubare@gmail.com
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Aleksandar Kuli¢ - on behalf of
Borani se pitaju

kulicaca@yahoo.co.uk

Milica Damnjanovi¢ Zantvort - on behalf of
eXtinction Rebellion Srbija
Xr_serbia@protonmail.com

Vesna Jakovljevi¢ - on behalf of
Organizacija OSNA
organisationosna@gmail.com

Aleksandar Matkovic¢ - on behalf of
Eko drustvena akcija

Drustvenaakcija@gmail.com
Igor Veli¢ - on behalf of
Sigurne staze

igorvelic86@gamail.com

Alma Kajtazi - on behalf of
Romani Asvin
kajtazialma@hotmail.com

Tamara Tripi¢ - on behalf of
Mreze za demokratski dijalog
Network for Democratic Dialogue

info@ddmreza.rs

Dr. Dragana bordevi¢

Institute for Chemistry, Technology and Metallurgy
Member of the Serbian Academy of Sciences
dragana.djordjevic@ihtm.bg.ac.rs

Dr. Nenad M. Kostic,
Member of the Serbian Academy of Sciences
nen.m.kos@gmail.com

Dr. Ljiljana Tomovic

Professor, University of Belgrade, Faculty of Biology
Univerzitet u Beogradu

lili@bio.bg.ac.rs
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